ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
Living in a century where all its citizens should make developments to be able to fit themselves into the present era and cope with the situations, teachers, who have got a more crucial role as the members of the society, should make improvements in their profession and be aware of the philosophy of education they possess, as the philosophy they hold towards teaching purely affects their style of teaching as well as the teaching methods and techniques, they practice in their classrooms. Regarding the same aforementioned idea, researchers like Komba and Nkumbi (2008) have stated that professional development is perceived as something which receives a great degree of importance as it develops teachers "technically, academically, and professionally" ( As cited in Mahmoudi & Özkan, 2015) . Thus, most of the organizational systems, inner or outer circles, huge or tiny ones, are getting more concerned about their building blocks which come to be their teachers or better to say their clerks, to provide them with circumstances and activities through which the members can be professionally developed.
Statement of the Problem
Considering the context of the study as well as the educational system which is present in Iran, teachers have been and in fact are still sticking to all those traditional philosophies towards language teaching. They rarely think about the era that they are in and the speed of the changes taking place all around the world. As a matter of fact falling behind the present needs of the society and just acting as pure technicians. Thus, some of the instructors may not be/feel that much willing/responsible regarding their professional development or at times not having the opportunity to think about it as an important factor in their profession. With this regard, the aim of the study was to examine the subscales of philosophy of education to see whether they can be considered as some of the probable predictors of Iranian EFL teachers' professional development or not.
Significance of the Study
As teachers are considered to be the heart of the every educational context and more specifically classrooms as well as the instructions that take place in them (Galabawa, 2001 , as cited in Mahmoudi & Özkan, 2015) , it comes to be so highlighted and important to know about their philosophy of education towards teaching. And also realize how it could be related to their professional development. As a result, the outcome of the study can be informative for the instructors to reflect on their philosophy of education and their professional development, and see what changes and improvements are needed to be able to cope with the present era and the skills needed.
Literature Review

Philosophy of Education
Considering philosophy of education and English language teaching, few researches have been done quite related in the field. That's why the researchers have tried to keep an eye on the philosophy of education that Iranian instructors may hold and its relation with their professional development. Regarding the researches which have been done, some of them believe that philosophy of education is highly dependent on the society as well as the social relation that exists in the community and its members, highly impacting each other. In fact, philosophy of education from a social aspect prepares its members for future survivals and their lives based on particular circumstances (Ardashkin, 2015) . Moreover, the philosophy of education that exists in a society or the philosophy of the education that a person may possess is an issue which must be adapted continuously based on the era the members are in. This is as a matter of facing globalization (Ardashkin, 2015) . Consequently, that particular philosophy must provide a rich ground for the education in a way that the quality of life supports the quality of education (Ardashkin, 2015) .
On the other hand, some other researchers in their studies have found that having a good well-based philosophical attitude towards education can highly impact decision making which will lead to having rich choices (Gokalp, 2012) . Also, Biesta, (2015) has conducted a study within which the development of the philosophy of education has been pinpointed throughout the centuries till now.
Besides, Walcott, (1966) has mentioned that philosophy of education is the outcome of reflection, the point where the right and wrong issues come to be understood. In fact, it's a way which links past to the present and future. Better to say, it's a dynamic way regarding which an instructor may not possess the previous hold philosophy in the future as matter of experience (Walcott, 1966) . Moreover, Dewey, (1896) believes that philosophy of education is something which can't be taught to learners, it's a part of "one's own being". In for Africa to benefit educationally, she should adopt eclecticism as its philosophy of education".
Professional Development
Based on the present century and the improvements that are taking place, all issues/fields must develop in order to be able to fit into the needs of that particular century. 
Research Questions
To gain the goals of the present study, the following research questions were raised: 
Methodology
Participants and Setting
In this study, the sample population was selected based on (Sadker & Sadker, 2003 (2003), the questionnaire has got content validity. Besides, the reliability of the questionnaire has been estimated by the researchers through the previous studies and it has been proved that all the questionnaire along with its subscales have got high reliabilities.
Instrumentation
Iranian EFL Teachers' Philosophy of Teaching Scale
Professional Development Inventory
Regarding the measurement of teachers' professional development, a CP questionnaire was given to the participants of the study. For confirming the validity of the items, the researchers Vries, Jansen, & Grift (2013) have asked experts who were school managers and expert teachers in the schools that were involved in their study to review and reword some of the item formulations.
Moreover, the questionnaire is in the form of a four-point Likert scale ranging from "never" to "very often". Besides, the reliability and validity of the questionnaire have been estimated through the same aforementioned study. At the end, it's worth mentioning that the PD inventory has been adapted by the aforementioned researchers from a qualitative research done by Kwakman, (1999).
Consequently, after researchers had a careful consideration of the inventory's items and comparing them with the objectives of the study, the inventory was applied in the study because of fitting into the purpose of the research.
Procedure
In order to conduct the study, first the researchers went through the Krejcie & Morgan (1970) sample size table to come to know about the exact number of participants needed to take part in the study. Better to say the sample of the study was chosen based on the total population of EFL After that, the two aforementioned questionnaires were handled to the participants by the researchers to be answered within 20 minutes in their workplaces. At the end when the data has been gathered, it was analyzed using SPSS Software and more specifically by running Multiple Regression.
Study Design
As the researchers' aim was at finding any probable significant relations between Iranian EFL teachers' philosophy of education and their professional development the design of the study is a correlational one.
Results
In order to find the answer to the research questions, i.e. Table 2 .
As it is depicted in Among all, "Perennialism subscale" has a significant contribution to professional development (.007 < .05). As a result, the other independent variables in the present study don't have any significant contribution/prediction regarding Iranian EFL teachers' professional development. Table 3 illustrates how much of the teachers' professional development is predicted according to the independent variables, philosophy of education subscales.
The results in Table 3 show that philosophy of education subscales accounted for 3% of the variance in Iranian EFL teachers' professional development. Also, the Adjusted R Square, used for smaller samples, illustrates that philosophy of education along with its subscales accounted for 1.3%
of the variance in Iranian EFL teachers' professional development. To be more comprehensive, the Iranian EFL Teachers' Philosophy of Teaching Scale is presented in Table 4 .
Discussion and Conclusion
The present study aimed at investigating any significant The curriculum of schools should be centered around the basic subjects such as reading, writing, history, math, and science
1
The curriculum of the schools should focus on the great thinkers of the past 2 Many students learn best by engaging in real world activities rather than reading 3
The students should be permitted to determine their own curriculum 4
Information is taught effectively when it is broken down into small parts 5
The curriculum of a school should be determined by information that is essential for all students to know 6
Schools, above all, should develop students' abilities to think deeply, analytically, and creatively; this is more important than developing their social skills or providing them with a useful body of knowledge about our ever changing world 7 Schools should prepare students for analyzing and solving the types of problems they will face outside the classroom 8
Reality is determined by each individual's perceptions. There is not objective and universal reality 9
People are shaped much more by their environment than by their genetic dispositions or the exercise of their free will
10
Students should not be promoted from one grade to the next until they have read and mastered certain key material
11
An effective education is not aimed at the immediate needs of the students or society 12
The curriculum of a school should be built around the personal experiences and needs of the students
13
Students who do not want to study much should not be required to do so 14
Programmed learning (sequential, step-by-step) is an effective method of learning 15
Academic rigor is an essential component of education 16 All students, regardless of ability, should study more or less the same curriculum 17
Art classes should focus primarily on individual expression and creativity 18
Effective learning is unstructured and informal 19
Students learn best through reinforcement and reward 20
Effective schools assign a substantial amount of homework 21
Education should focus on the discussion of timeless questions such as "What is beauty?" or "What is truth?"
22
Since students learn effectively through social interaction, schools should plan for substantial social interaction in their curricula
23
The purpose of school is to help students understand themselves and find the meaning of their existence 24 Frequent objective testing is the best way to determine what students know 25
Iran must become more competitive economically with countries such as Turkey, and schools have an affirmative obligation to bolster their academic requirements in order to facilitate such competition
26
Students must be taught to appreciate learning primarily for its own sake rather than because it will help them in their careers 27 Schools must place more emphasis on teaching about the concerns of minorities and women 28 Each person has free will to develop as he or she sees fit 29
Reward students well for learning and they will remember and be able to apply what they learned, even if they were not led to understand why the information is worth knowing
30
Iranian schools should attempt to instill traditional Iranian values in students 31
Teacher guided discovery of profound truths is a key method of teaching students 32
Students should be active participants in the learning process 33
There are no external standards of beauty. Beauty is what an individual decides it to be 34
We can place a lot of faith in our schools and teachers to determine which student behaviors are acceptable and which are not
35
Schools must provide students with a firm grasp of basic facts regarding the books, people, and events that have shaped the Iranian heritage
36
Philosophy is ultimately at least as practical a subject to study as is computer science 37
Teachers must stress for students the relevance of what they are learning to their lives outside, as well as inside, the classroom 38
It is more important for a student to develop a positive self concept than to learn specific subject matter
39
Learning is more effective when students are given frequent tests to determine what they have learned 40 
